Aller he Gupla roigh carme Ui
Sala dynasly ‘ourded by Gopaly
Thw reign of b Pala kings

wple- in the
Pala

-a armed foroas included
rs mounled on e sphants,
cavalrymen znc soldiers mo.r-led
on camels. Tha Palas were arcanl
buddhis s bul they were (oleral
owads olhe” (s ig or

The 2a 3 dynzsty ceme o an end
in Borgzl during the reign of
Macana Pala. Viayzsena of the
Sena dynasty dsfeated Him.

The rule o the Senzs over Notn
Sencal. howsver, was rather short-
lived as the Sena kingdom was
replacec by t1e Muslim kingdom
establis-ad iy Mchammad
Sakhtyar Krali in C1201 AD.
Vijayasena, Vallal
_A<sAmanase A wer
kings who “ulec over No
in the 12th nentury AD.

Muharrmad Bakhtysr Khalii
defenied Lakshmanasena at Nadia
in 1201 AD. Ali Marc.an Khalji
assassingted him, ir furr, waile he
was lying ill at Devkot. Mukammad
Shiran Khlji {one of the off ers of
Muharrmad Bakhtyar Khali)
defesced Ali Mardan and
imprisoned h m aer whica he was
elected the ruler o° | akhrawati. Al
Mardan fled to Delh .

Ali Mardan. who hzd been
instrumenta n driving Mali<
I77udcin Mukammad Shiran,
reappeared in tve pclitics of
3engal In 1210 AN he abtained
vice rayalty of Lakhnawati from
Quta ud din Aibak.

Viardan's reign was hewever short
Ived ard he was < liod Ir 1213AD
by t1e Khal] 10bles who clected
Husam ud di Iwaz as ruler.
Husam-ud-fin Iwac ruled far aboul
fourleen years and ook the lille cf
SBullar Ghiyas-ud-cin lwac Khal i. 1.
was he wha liansferred (he seal of
Goveramenl Irom Deveol {Bangarh)
o Ing Fislor ¢ ¢ ly ol Gaur-
_a<nawali. lle conecled e .wo
ronlicr lowirs ol Devke. (Gangarh)
and Laklino® (ir Birbturr districly by
an Lnusually widc and ligh-
cmbanked Grand Trunk Roac wilh

Iertics on he b g rivers like e
Gangos ar Ihe Lakhnor sice anc
Lhe Manaanca anc L
Purathava cn e olher.

Ali Mardan had hrowr of Ihe
legince (o De hi, a1 Sullar
iyas-ud=din lwaz Khalji ruled &s
a7 independent <ng 11227 A.D.
when 16 was defalec al lhe hands
of Nesir-uc-din, the eldas. 5013
Sul.an Iy mish

From 1227-87 AD 10 less than
fiftown chiefs we-a in aLtority at
Lakhnawaii and of tie ten were
Mamluks of the Impeial Caurt 3°
Dslh . Tre h story of the periad is a
sickening record of ntenal

d ssersions. userpations a1d
murders.

Akbar sonqueed Benga n 1585
AD. Juring s reign, the district of
West D nzjp.r was prabably with n
the sar<ars of Ta,pur and Pavjara
No ncident wartty o° note appesrs
to have tzken place i1 the district of
West D najp.r ouring this long
Feriad of abaut bwo huncred years,
during which Benga er-ained
under the cantrol of tae Mughals.

The d sfrict came ur der enatrol of
the Esst India Company in 175,
the year in waich the Eas: Incia
Company ohtainad the Diwani a*
Rergal. Taey appo nted
Muhammad Reza Khar as their
Nzit or depJty at Murshidabad. In
oder ta qain control ove” the
adminis-ration. they Fad forced
Nejm-ad-gaulah, Mir Jafars scn, 1o
cotsent to e apaoinment of the
same Muhamrac Reza Khan as
hs deauty a5 wel

In the re gn of Akbar, we f nd the
first authenic traces of the great
za~indan family o° DinajpLr, witr
WFIch for th nex: twe centurles e
h stary of the district Is closcly
Irterwaven.

Uifirg he faler half 0" the 181
cenlury, Ihe ¢istricl was subjecled
10 lhe plundcrirg raics of Ihe
Saryasis and | aki’s. Some of
these sanyasis sellicd dowr and
acquired properlics in many places
ircludig Dinajpur disticl. The cary
Muslim prosta mod acivily
palroniscd liese Fakirs and
Auliyas. the haly rer of Islam,

'
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he district of Daket

Dinajpur has reasons Lo o

proud ol ils rich Fislorica ang
cullural heritage. Il was a parl of
urdiviced Ninajour cistrict of
erswh le Bengal wh 61 was kaown
as Pund-a Vardhsn Brukti n
arcen times
Accodirg to Brihath Kathz <csi
1 Famous Jain Gur. of 1
Marya Epu-or Chandra Gupls.
was son ol a Drabunin ol Dovakola
in Pundra Vardhan. 1c caslem
portion of Dinajpur was known as
Panchanzga“i and Devakot was
tne capital the u ns of which are
sti | found in and aroud Bangarh n
Gangarzmpur PS.
1 Iha cantrs or Bangar is a arcs
heap ol Lricks su d o have buor
L1e palace ol <aja Lana, Al
Srivbat a | tle clstance Tom the
northeast ccrne- of *he city heaps
af brick are said 70 be the nins of 3
temp & of Vin.pakshya Skiva. Kirg
Bzna was & worshipper of Shva
I8 axcavated Tapan Dighi ir Tasan
PS o of'er apan o Shva.
Aboul hall a ile wes, 1om the
norlhern erd of e pakace was 2
house where Usa, datghter of
Rzna, used to live. Ste was in love
with Aniruddh, son of <rishna
Ariruddha flec wit u;\ a. {Fe road
he ‘o lawsd is =il call
Lhanaran Road HLwever, Usha's
leve for Anindiba brought about a
lolal deslraction ‘or her fa her ard
his emaire. On he olrer side ol
fiver Brahmanl Is a place called
Narayarpits waere the great hatle
hefweer Krish1a a1d Bana 5 sa d
10 have taken place.
About 10 ~iles away from Bangarh
i a place called Kardahz in Tapan
P.S. Here Mo pa ms of Bara been
sul vy Krist i in e ballo ar said
Lo have fallen anc uneral laken
place. I he river bed of the
Tangen near Rangshihari Police
Sation te stone el cs of an
arcent Temp 2 are v sible waen
tne river water recedes
Aguod number of olaces i ta
dislricl arc assovialod wilh e coic

slorics. In Mat-abnarala it s sad

L. L Pancavas ir incagnile
tock shetter in the palace o° King
r.ins of which are seen at
atta - a village i Hariramp.ir
F‘S t's a 50 said that Fere <ichaka.
tha a'my crie” of <ing Birat. was
Killedt by Bl-ima, when ta formmer

tried to establ s ilici: relatiors with
Draupai. A lani< al Bairala is sl |
callod Kicha <a Kunda, Do abard,
an arca full 9" maunds. aboul 15
km away fro™ Rirtatta s said to be
the palace of Kichak. An ancieat
Shami tree, a Lnicue species in
this region, is 8 50 seen &t the
artance of he v llage, in wh ¢
Nakula is saic :c have kept the
arms of the 2ar davas hidder
belore ciiler g e Palace
Avllage in Ihe ocal ly has bean
namec Pancha Rhaya fve
hrothe-s) after t1e Pandavas. A
number of alaces | ke Karardighi.
Kamajo-a. Ka-anji in the
hbouring area reminds tsir
ociatior wil Ihe greal warr or
Karnia.
During he Vauryan periad Jainism
flourished In this a‘ca, meatior has
al-eady been made aocutthe
famo.Js Jain Gun Bhadra Vaht.
who travelled from present
Gangarampur to Patsliput-a. The
rivar Punarbhava was then te
mi n and ane of e mosL important
river roules ‘rom Punra Bardban
Bhukli lo Palalipula ard
Ind-ap-astha. € nee then, 1hls arca
was an mportan cenire of Jainism.
The Jain Prajra Pana mentions e
name of Kot varsa.
Inte Cih znd 7th century AD.
may of the Kirgs. precedirg
Harsaverdhan wers devolues of
Sun God. There is abuncanl
cviderce ol sun wersTip i
region
In~anan tana, an old sard stone
image of S.urya is keptwh e
belengs to pe-hass tie 7th centry
AD. At Bairhatta, anothe - piecs of
stone carvec n the imege of Surya
was recovered. Mar ion may be
iade abou L very recerlrecovery,
During re excavalicn of 3habna
Digai at Kok i lage in Harirarmpur
Police Statan by the Panchayat
under JRY i1 J.ne, 1994, a very
hesutiful s:07e image of Sun Cod
has come oLt which belongs to an
warlier perivd arond s 7th
cerlury AD.
Analhier beauli‘ul black stone
image of Sarya abeul 3/(1) high,
recovered from the cr minals, Fas
now aren kept a1 Tapan Thana
build ng. Itis ar exqu s tely
heautiful mage. seraaps balonging
to tha Gupta period

he district of West
Dinajpur ca=e inte

with the pa

of
the west o the heing

it is also rathar d lcull lo

comorised an an

the kingdom a*

the Purdras. Acvarding (o

ir “urdravarchana.

Codasa. a discipls c*
Briadravat-u. founded the

cal ed Tam-aliotika, Kei
and P.ncravardhariya.

Sk
asouLine same lime as
Jainism.

a~idst the ruins

fact that Pundranzga-a or

Ihe ~cssage or ho

wh ¢ may be

exstence ir ALgus: 1947

named West Dinajour. There s
no oca radiion regarding 2

advance any sa islactory Uicory
aooul Ihe origin ¢” 19¢ name.

The district of West Dinaipur
in Kamaipa as te kingdoms:
ancient times for~ed & par. o* situted 01 the easter fronter
Pandravardhara. te couatry of

Brihal<alakos a ol | farishe v,
Uradraatu (Ihc Jaing gur of

Chancragupta Mauya) was the
senof = Srahmir of Kativarsna Nin

According ta the Ja na traditicn

suhiol called Codasa-gar-a,
whenin caurse ¢ Lme had four and one cepper p ale in:
shakhas. taree of waich were

Kotivarsta has been ientfied
with Devkot, which again, has
boar dentfed with Bangarh in Ciscovered wh
PS Gangarzmpur. Budd-ism

ad 11 Pundiava:dhana al

The discavery of & seal in 1931
Mshas:hangarh establ s1ac 1o

Mahas hangarh was a con re of
Duaddhism it he Navrya period.

Mahas-hancarh seal concems
shramanas of te Chaavagy ya
sect resicing at Purdranagara
ad cortains d recticn “ecarcing
the steps °c be taken tc help
them ice over a famine. A lew Adrminist:

therefore, 3
incluced in tre Mavrya E~

ire.

jonof Bengzl. The | The discovery of te'raatta
Povires of Bengel was diviced

ir10 lwo par.s in seco dancy
wilh the arlijon. Tre dividing
g passa hrough e d <t
Jr, the parion lying 1o

fig.rirss of IFs Shunga period
and Kushana golc coins

Indicates that Purdravarchana

the Sungas and Kushans

that period

of Samudra Gupta ~entlons
Samatata, Navaka and

of Samudra Gupta's smpire.

The discovery of a wumosr of
inscripions of e Gupla and

lalor Gupla periods wilhir or

e district of Vest

Pundravardana. Five copoer-
plate irscription were
ciscovered ir -he v llags o

on Hili

The Baigram copper plate is
one of the twe, whict were
vat ng &
lar k &1 Baigram ir 20l co s
il . The Baigram copper plale
inscip.ion is da.cd in the ycar
128 of the Gupta era
coaspanding to 448 AD and
th 5, refers to te reign of
Kums agupts-1. Althoug the
rams of the king dose not
appear in this copper plate.

so~e aspects cftie
admiristatian of she cointy
during the reig" of the Gupta

sfficiet 2ne metaccical

and the use o' god & silve
cons lesliics he prosperily of

1ave writngs Srtham the country.
s gned fo the
Ma.rya period. ~ae d 3ir cf

ears 10 have been

Mzhag hangary and al Sangarh

mzin'a ned 15 relations witn te
rest of Ind a during e re gns of

period. The tema-cota figurires
origin of the na~e Dinajpur, and | show that fina ats flaurished a:

Ine Allahabad Pillar I s iplion

pur beas 2mple tesfimony
0114 84y of he Grptes cver

was ciscovered Ir the v llage o
a-shiya Raigram in a0l ce s i

lion

These coppe- lale inscriplions
offer va uadle Information ascut

kirgs. The incriotiors reves| an

h s pariod

ot
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DHVISHNU (TRIBIKRAM)

Made up of Black Stone

Dimension: 48"X2474"
Perlod: 12" Century
Caurtesy: Office of lhe Dislricl Mag slrale

Description:

“Kirtimukha® on “Chaali".

*Vidyachara® ard “Vidyadhari® af the right
sice.

*Vidyachara® ard a waman playing
“Veena’ at the left side.

The “Cnaali” has pictures of “Garura” and
*Makara"

I he *Cralurbhuja Murl ™ is slanding
between Harse and Elephant.

The right upper hanc is holding a “Gada”
and olher hree hancs are aroken.
“Saraswali” at the left side and "Lakshmi”
at the right sice both have part ally broken
faces.

Ihe Earlh al Ihe very lefl of "Saraswali”, &
woman named “Vimala" &t the very right of

“Lakshmi”.

*Garura® al lhe bollom of the “Chaali”

Made up of Black Stone

2) VISHNU {NARAYAN)

2) VISHNU (NARAYAN

Dimenslon: 57"X26"
Perlod: 11'/12" Century
Courtesy: Haritampur Thana

Description:
“Kitimukha® a1 “Chaali".

“Vidyadhara" slanding al bolh lhe sides.
“Makara”. Elephant, Horse can be seer at
both the ext-eme sides of the *Caali™
The *Chalurbkuja Murli” is s a1ding al lhe
centre on a Lotus
“Devi Lakshmi” at the righ: side with a
“Chamara® accompanying by a waman
named “Vim
“Devi Saraswatl
side,

" and the Earth at the left

“Garura” al Lha hallor of Lhe “Chaali”
The lower left hand of *1 ord VISHNU" and
the nose of "Devi Saraswati” are broken.
Rest of the sculpture is unhurt.
Thes righl apper hand has s Lolus, lower
hand has a "Shankha", and left upper hand
is holding a “Gada"
“Lord Vishnu" is wearing “Kirit” on his head,
“Kunda a” on ears, “Yagyopobita” on the
chest, necklace and *Vajjayanimala’ on
collar, *Manibandha® or the waist, “Keur”
on hands and “Nupur’ on heals.

who acted as the vanguard of
the a-my 0 the hitrero
urconquerac -eg ons

Wanen Haslings cubed the
activities ¢ the Sanyes s, but
1 fakirs eont nited ta oppress
78 parple of the d
as late =5 1766, The East India
Compary tcok vigarous
muasures <o bring fhem to book
ard by (1 beginning of the 19(h
wnluty, complel :
Liese aclivilics.

avel

The Rehallion af 1857 left te
iscric: undisturbed. The most
importarit resul: of i-e Rebellion

was that the admiristraticr of
the affairs of Ind a was taker
aver oy IFe Br lish Cowr anc
v Casl India Gompany ceased
10 cxisl.

The administearion of the Rir fisn,
no daubt, Fad secred opace
ard some kind ¢ justice 01 the
inhabitan:s but the
discriminetion thal was mede
betweer Englishrmion ad
1ndians in va‘icus sphe-es of
acministraton gracta ly oul tus
a store of resentment anains:
tae Biitish Govemmert.

11905, the Secrefary of State
acraed to the Goverament of
dia’s new schems o” Pa-l lion
u” Bengal in.o o parls wilt he
exceplan ol the Jarjccling
disiric:, by sepacating Lacea
ard Chittagong Divisicns o
form a new province of East
Bengal ard Assam. Tris
propozal to divide Bengal was

convenience &nd cr ensuring
acvancomer L Sasl Begel
ard Assam in the ickds ol

slioald resign 14 Lody ard
nalional maurning shoulc ac
abserved for twelve months
ALring which the aeople shaild
not participate in a7y oublic
re.oicirg.

The parfision was howaver.
proclamed i Seplember 1905,
The reacion in the cislricl b

this proclamatior was si-arp anc
Manarajs Giria Nath Roy taok
leading part in the agita ion
againsl e parl.on.

Hy the first Vorid Wa-
revoliiiionary ~avemen
carfinued in the district of
Dirajpur. Wher he strugcle for
freedom secan in 19°9 laca
cargress leacers u* Bzlurghat
promoled the icea s of (he
Congress i-vughou. he sub-
divs on. Primary Congross
Com~itiees were organ sed

i
Hirdus and Muslims of the
district jo ntly ook pa-tir
Kailefet movement of 1920. In
1942, Purra Chend-a noled
rovalulionaty, wass arrestod a.
Uirajpur.

Diraipur carfinied o fgu-e in
the reports of the Govermnmen:
85 8 troahlad d sircf During the
months of June znd Juy. “932.
the Santzls al Akchha in
Gangaramg r polic statior of
Dalughal sub-division slopped
raying rents, chowklcar taxes,
ew.

Duving the 1542 Quit India.
movement, the pacple of

Balu'ghat sub-ci
& noleworty -

Under the cadersaip of the
local Corgress leacer, Saro)
Ranjan Chatter ee, they for~ed
A pracession and proceeded fo
Balu‘ghat anc besieged the
town. However. :h s movement
was crugnec by the amval o 3
large conlinger'l of ar~ed
policecn wih Districl
Magistra.c Iro™ 3 najpur.

The West Dinajpur cistrict was
furher hifu tate in 1592 irfo
Uttar Dinajpur ard Dakshin
Dirajpur disfricts

up 7

Ntalege

Taksin Damtur

Achie'agy o By Dxcrun

g 2

vief Bistory of District
Museum at Walurahat

histary and a-chaealogy to do more
rasearct on (s districl. In
~clry wilh Ihe la

100 i'ac.s. Vi
vliage and With h
engaged in anricultur
“ae af 4 rict o old.
back as the cays of the building has
Mauryas ar even before. The eritags buld ng
Kotibarsha, laler kowr has beun -anova &d (o store and
Devkot ard Bangarh, sil.ja.vd isp 1y L1c h L dislricl.

n ic M

of tre
od. A h

ich collecton
irgs,

in G 19 pu’ B

in the n long lor its rich

archacological herltage, Various s
Sculptures, Colns, Inscription, at aresen: heen d splayed in
Manuscripts, Plaques, Bronze. nd Ga lery No. Il 62
Images and Terracotta Plates tta Plates, 64 1
have been discovered from diferent Sculpt.r

various parts of the ;

Archaeology of Dakshin Dinajpur

3otoguaphy with Description’

an-s
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Made up of Biack Stone
Dimanalon: 23"X14"
Perlod: 12" Cantury
Cournasyl Kushmandl Thana
Description:

*Kirtimukha® on *Chaall™.

"Vidyadhara®, *“Makara®, Elephant,
Horse at both sides of the "Chaall”.

*Murt® standing on a Lotus with
"Shankha®, "Chakra", “Gada”, and
“Padima’,

Mo Damages.

*Garura” at the bottom of the
“Chaall”.

ol 28700
Porlotk 10* Gentury
Cowrtesy: Kushmand| Thana

Descaiption:

Light duslgres on the “Chaall”.

“Lord Vishnu s casthg on  Loun, s
“Garurs” and

ane kg ks on the heed of
anolher lag ks on the ight hand of
“Garure".

Tha face, chest of “Lord Vishru® and the
faos of "Carure’” ssam o be hurt by sams
spade ks apparatus.

Tha upper right hant) ks hokling a “Gaca”,
lower right hand Is holding a Lotus, left
Upperhandluhol:lnﬁa'chnhi'mdln
the belt lowar hand there bs & “Shaniha”

“Vidyadhara® and "VidyacharT" at the
3 VA GOLR ML bottorn of the “Chaall.

—

Dimenslon 317xL5"
Perlod: 12* Cantury
Courtesy: Banshlhard Thana
Description:

"Kirtimukha® on “Chaall”.

*Widyadhara”, “Makara”, Baphant,
Horse at both sides of tha *Chaall”.

“Murtl* standing an 4 Lotus,

“Gada” an the: right upper hand,
“Padima® on the lowser hand,
*Chakra™ on the upper left hand,
*Shankha*® on the lower hand.

Small fingers on both right and left
uppe+ hand and alse the “KIHE” on
the head are partly broken.

1) Y] MIERSN Rest of the sculpure Is Intact.

4) VISHHU (TRIBIKRA Made up of Black Stone

“Hirtimukha® on top of the “Chaal®.
T “vidyadhara® at bolion of the *Chank®.

"Davi Lakshrl at the sids of lowar right
hand eoconpanylng by @ woman named
“Wimala®.

The upper right hand Is holdng & "Gada’,
Iower hand Is holding a Lotus, end left
uppar hand ls holding & "Chakra” it the
Iaft kowsr han I broken. Otharsise the:
soulphurs ks unhurt.

“Ganra” ot tha bottom of the *Chaal”
grealing with "Mamashaka® posa.

Bo-11

Sttt of INMSES Dt

Mde up f lck s

Dimenalon: M‘A’XIB‘
Perlod: 12 Gentui
Courlaay: Thalury Cfice, Balurghat

Descrigtion:
“Kirtinukha® on the “Chaall.

ﬂwwnwnm&:%:wm
on thal

Right thigh “Lakehmi Dgui” I on the left
thigh of “Lord Nerayane™.

In the right upper hand of “Lord Narayana®
thers Is a Lotus; In tha lower hand there ks
Lakshmk” I guarded by the lower left hand
of “Lord Nerayane®.

“Qarura” at tha battorn lalt of the “ChaalP,
& man and & woman st the rght side.

The sculpture ks Intact.

Ao s o B T

M o Bl s

Dimenslon: 30713°

Parind: 11912 Carmury
Courtesy: Gangarampur Thana
Lasorivtion:

“Kirtimukha® on "Chaall’.

“Vidyadhars™ with “Singa” on their hamls at
both aldes.

“Makarn”, Elaphant, Horza, stc.
Standing "Chaturbhuja Murtf" .

“Garla” on the ypper ight hand, lpwer hand
I bmken up i the face of "Dev Lakshmi®,

“Chalas” on the uppar ksft hand, lowes
hand Is broken up to the face of “Davi
Saraswer”.

anemdﬂlamppaltofﬂls'ewn
parky broken, restare intact.

“Qarura” &t the bottom of the *Chaall®,

M p o ok v

The lafland right comer of the top of
“Chaall lo partially broken.
m'anmmnnja Murl* Ia standing on a

mmonnnmngmmn
broken a Hie bit
ﬂwbwl-ﬁhmdhhrdﬂwtphﬂle
noea of

'Gadimhr:‘pﬁermmm "Chalra"

The “KEK” on e hesd, *Kurdals® on

b o Bk e

“Kirtimukha® on “Chaal.

"Vidyadhare”, "Makare”, Blephant. Hose
st bath sidea of the “Chaali®,

Sianding “Murtl” at the cantre with
“Shankher", and

“Sarawatl", Prihbl. LakshmF and
Virnala" ae there a8 i is.

“Geda™ on the upper right hand. Padma”
on the kewer right hand, “Chakra” on the
uppar kst hand and *2hankha” on the
lawar Isit hand.

*Kirit” on the head, amall inger of the
right upper hand and the nose ks partly B WSHALI (RSN
brokan. Reel of the aculpture bs Infact.

Serpeshon o Talion T



